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Schedule II species

Is the species migratory?
(fully migratory or has migratory and resident populations)

Is adult survival critical or important to population dynamics?
(this relates to non-breeding, mature individuals)

Does hunting play a critical or important role in survival?

Is the species in a secure status?
(non-breeding/wintering population listed as 'Least Concern’ or ‘Not assessed’ in UK IUCN Assessment)

Is the species 10-year wintering population trend greater than –25% ?
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Common name Recommendation Justification

Coot, common 2b The drivers of population decline and the role of hunting within this are unclear. 
The 10-year population decline is <-25%

Duck, tufted 3b Wintering population is of 'Least Concern'
Gadwall 3b Wintering population is of 'Least Concern'

Goldeneye 3a Migrant population dynamics are not driven by adult survival but 10-year 
population trend is >-25%

Goose, Canada 3b Species is displaying an increasing 10-year population trend (<-25%)
Goose, Greylag 3b Wintering population is of 'Least Concern'
Goose, pink-footed 3b Wintering population is of 'Least Concern'

Goose, European white-fronted 3b Migrant population dynamics are not driven by adult survival and 10-year 
population trend is <-25%

Mallard 3b Migrant population dynamics are not driven by adult survival and 10-year 
population trend is <-25%

Moorhen 2a The drivers of population decline and the role of hunting within this species are 
unclear. The 10-year population decline is >-25%

Pintail, Northern 1b Migrant population dynamics are driven by adult survival and hunting may be 
playing a role. The 10-year population trend is <-25%. 

Plover, European golden 3b Wintering population is of 'Least Concern'

Pochard, Common 1b The drivers of population decline and the role of hunting within this species are 
unclear. The 10-year population decline is severe and >-25%

Scaup, greater 2a The drivers of population decline and the role of hunting within this species are 
unclear. The 10-year population decline is severe and >-25%

Shoveler, Northern 3b Wintering population is of 'Least Concern'

Snipe, common 3a Migrant population dynamics are not driven by adult survival but 10-year 
population trend is >-25%

Teal, common/Eurasian 3b Wintering population is of 'Least Concern'

Wigeon, Eurasian 3b Migrant population dynamics are driven by adult survival but not by hunting. The 10-
year population trend is <-25%

Woodcock, Eurasian 2a
The drivers of population decline are unclear but shooting is not considered a 
major driver. The 10-year population trend is unclear due to ineffective monitoring 
methods.



BASC policy
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A BASC PUBLICATION - PRODUCED IN 2023



15

Common name Recommendation Justification

Coot, common 2b The drivers of population decline and the role of hunting within this are unclear. 
The 10-year population decline is <-25%

Duck, tufted 3b Wintering population is of 'Least Concern'
Gadwall 3b Wintering population is of 'Least Concern'

Goldeneye 3a Migrant population dynamics are not driven by adult survival but 10-year 
population trend is >-25%

Goose, Canada 3b Species is displaying an increasing 10-year population trend (<-25%)
Goose, Greylag 3b Wintering population is of 'Least Concern'
Goose, pink-footed 3b Wintering population is of 'Least Concern'

Goose, European white-fronted 3b Migrant population dynamics are not driven by adult survival and 10-year 
population trend is <-25%

Mallard 3b Migrant population dynamics are not driven by adult survival and 10-year 
population trend is <-25%

Moorhen 2a The drivers of population decline and the role of hunting within this species are 
unclear. The 10-year population decline is >-25%

Pintail, Northern 1b Migrant population dynamics are driven by adult survival and hunting may be 
playing a role. The 10-year population trend is <-25%. 

Plover, European golden 3b Wintering population is of 'Least Concern'

Pochard, Common 1b The drivers of population decline and the role of hunting within this species are 
unclear. The 10-year population decline is severe and >-25%

Scaup, greater 2a The drivers of population decline and the role of hunting within this species are 
unclear. The 10-year population decline is severe and >-25%

Shoveler, Northern 3b Wintering population is of 'Least Concern'

Snipe, common 3a Migrant population dynamics are not driven by adult survival but 10-year 
population trend is >-25%

Teal, common/Eurasian 3b Wintering population is of 'Least Concern'

Wigeon, Eurasian 3b Migrant population dynamics are driven by adult survival but not by hunting. The 10-
year population trend is <-25%

Woodcock, Eurasian 2a
The drivers of population decline are unclear but shooting is not considered a 
major driver. The 10-year population trend is unclear due to ineffective monitoring 
methods.



Schedule II review: the state of play

General Election – July 2024

No sign-off by minister

It would appear environment is now lower on Government agenda

• BASC had a commitment to deliver sustainable shooting 
• Code was updated and relaunched in 2024



Sustainable shooting principles
 

The Code does not apply to…  
• Reared and released mallard
• Large-bore historic firearms 

And it does not override any site-based requirements 

The Code applies to…  

Ducks           Geese Waders      Rails



Shooting 
• Eat what you shoot 
• 10 duck per day 
• 6 grey geese per day
• Take what you need not what you can

Evidence and Research
• Bird Counts – WeBS 
• Bag Data 
• Ringing
• Disease – monitoring and reporting 

Conservation 
• Creation and restoration 
• Pest and predator control 
• Nesting support 
• Refuge 

Managing Disturbance 
• Severe weather protocols





Self-regulation & the Sustainable 
Shooting Code 

50%

20%

22%

8%
Abstain from shooting altogether

Shoot after 1st Dec

No woodcock present

Shoot all season

Over 90% of shooters and shoot providers now follow Best Practice 
guidance relating to woodcock harvest

70%

19%

4%
7%

Shooters Shoot 
providers

McNicol et al. 2024





of wildfowling 
clubs surveyed 
had adopted the 
new Sustainable 
Shooting Code of 
Practice for 
Wildfowl Quarry 
Species

50% 

40% have no-shoot zones

96% 
of wildfowling clubs 
surveyed already had 
rules or requirements 
that demonstrated 
self-regulation

At least 63% had bag limits

At least 48% had 
mandatory bag reporting

Self-regulation & 
the Sustainable 
Shooting Code 



Collaboration needed to influence at scale!

Within UK
BASC members

Sister Organisations 
Governments & regulators

 
• Demonstrate the sustainability of 

harvest with evidence

• International (flyway) collaboration 
is essential 

• Funding research initiatives 

• Data sharing

Internationally
Waterfowlers Network

FACE
 

• Challenging conversations
 

• Waterfowlers’ Network agreement on 
sustainability principles

 

 Significant progress that 
highlights the power of collaboration 



• Self-regulation 

• Communication

• Habitat improvements

• Regular reviews and monitoring 

• Changing attitudes over time 

It’s time to deliver!
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Thank you

James Green
james.green@basc.org.uk 

Dr Cat McNicol
cat.mcnicol@basc.org.uk 
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